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In order to succeed as much as possible in my research, right from the start I tried to move from the general to the specific. Therefore I first consulted general reference works and surfed the web in order to get a preliminary idea about the subject and the quantity of information that one could expect. Still  unsure about the period to research and the impact of the subject I then searched the libraries of Geneva (Rero, IUED, ONU, CRAM) for monographs with limited help of the bibliography provided by the general reference works. At the same time I contacted some friends and official organisations which I expected to be of help as I knew that it might take some time to receive answers from them. Not quite satisfied with my “booty” I then accessed the databases provided by Geneva University and HEI, namely “JSTOR”, “PCI full text“, “Historical Abstracts” and “Lexis-Nexis”. Using, in a snow-ball-like approach, the footnotes and bibliography of articles found I then proceeded in my search until I got clearer about a possible thesis question. Once I reached that stage and was clearer about the period to cover I tried to diversify my bibliography by looking for sources, in order to confirm and enrich my information. During the whole process I strived to find sources and works written by as many “sides” as possible in order to confirm their reliability. Having discussed the established plan with the assistant I then started formulating my paper, while looking for and adding information where this was still necessary and possible.

What are the reasons for the immigration of Japanese into Argentina, a country lying an ocean and a continent away from their home territory? In addition, I will try to answer to the questions of how these immigrants were assimilated into their new environment while taking into account the Argentineans’ reaction, and how their assimilation differs from the one in other Latin-American countries. To conclude I will try to measure the potential impact of these immigrants’ influence on the relations between Japan and Argentina. A focus for this study is going to be put on the period of during and after WWII.


After its independence
 and above all from 1870/1880 onwards
 Argentina and other Latin-American countries became destinations of mass European immigration. The prospect of work, abundant territory and becoming as “rich as an Argentinean”
 in combination with liberal immigration laws made Argentina the most important receiver of immigrants between 1870 and 1930
 and was the source of the cosmopolitan character of this country. Japanese emigration started later, after emigration was legalised in 1885 by the in 1868 restored Meiji emperor which modernized the country and put an end to Japanese seclusion.
 While, at first, the Japanese immigrated into closer territories, such as the US and Hawaii, adoption of restrictive legislation on immigration
 then changed the direction of Japanese migration, notably towards Brazil.
 The incentive for Japanese to travel such distances was not just potential employment
 but also the fact that the Japanese State actively helped in organising and subsidizing the emigration with the help of several measures
. Important discrepancy between population growth
 and economic health, which was a  potential source of unemployment and social upheaval, along with other reasons,
 made emigration a national policy
, a means to counter population pressure. This is illustrated by the fact that the two periods during which most Japanese emigrated before WWII, namely 1928-30 and 1933-34, correspond to periods of economic and political disturbances.
 It is important to note that the number of immigrants to Argentina was significantly lower to that of, for example, Brazil as “contract immigration” was not common, the land-tenure system more difficult and Brazil and it’s coffee plantations therefore more attractive.
 In the period after WWII two factors seem interesting: the number of Japanese immigrants into Argentina rises
 relative to those of the Brazilian example. This can be explained by treaties between Argentina and Japan
 and, as I’m going to show a bit later, the special attitude of Argentina towards Japan. The second is the continued predominance of emigrants originating from the Southwest of Japan.
 This mostly agrarian region is an economic deficit area and had become known for its rebellious culture.
 While its emigration rate was already high before WWII, the occupation of the region by the Americans from 1945 until 1972 then added to it. As the need for territory of the army reduced the already scarce resource, the social agitation under Jiichiro Mabumoto
 gained importance and, in a context of expanding communism,
 left the USCAR
 frightened: “[…] he feared that the Socialists would come to power. If this happened Japan would rapidly go down hill.”
 Emigration became a “tool of American Occupation” and was reinforced.
 


Starting with the first part of an acculturation process, the assimilation of the immigrant group into the native society,
 that of the Japanese in Argentina can be considered “remarkably advanced.”
 One of the major differences with other Latin-American countries is that contract immigration was negligible in Argentina and that immigrants were not families, as in Brazil,
 but disproportionately single men. The higher rate of intermarriages
 and the fact that, compared to other Latin-American countries higher costs for land made the immigrants open shops in cities, in particular “tintorerías”
, which facilitated cultural exchange and learning the local language.
 Also, a sizeable proportion of the Japanese in Argentina were re-emigrants from countries as Brazil which they left because of  bad economic conditions or anti-Japanese feeling
 and therefore had less integration difficulties. The numerous organisations founded by Japanese in Argentina, such as the “Japanese Association”
 founded in 1922, still identified themselves with Japan and they promoted unity, assistance and collected money in order to support projects in the homeland or help Japan in its fight against China.
 Nevertheless, Japanese schools which were neither under the control of the Japanese State nor of the Japanese Association, as in Brazil,
 the “Japanese Catholic circle”, created in 1936,
 the goal of the Japanese association to “foster Argentine-Japanese friendship” testify less of a desire for sociocultural reproduction and therefore bigger assimilation. 


As for the second part of an acculturation process, the reaction and character of the native society, namely the  cosmopolitan character and the liberal immigration policies, with the exception of the period between 1930 and 1947,
 were of help. Besides the fact that they weren’t seen as a threat by the Argentineans, as they were restricted in number and seemed to concentrate on their valued, but small, businesses without striving for political power, it was the common ideological denominator during WWII which made a difference between the Japanese community of Argentina and those in other countries. While the latter suffered from Japan’s being perceived as an imperialist nation and the reaction of their host countries on this (institutions were shut down, books confiscated and some Japanese even deported to the US
) the support of Argentina for Japan made that Japanese living in Argentina suffered “little more than inconvenience” during WWII.
 The relations between Argentineans and Japanese therefore neither suffered of secret ultranationalist societies, such as “the federation of loyal subjects”
, especially strong in Brazil, nor reprisals. Mutual confidence was strengthened, integration ameliorated
 and Japanese continued to be appreciated “[…] for their honesty, diligence, and respect for the law. It is because of these admirable qualities that they have endeared themselves to the Argentinean people.”


Can we therefore conclude, that the mere presence of Japanese immigrants significantly influenced the relations of the two countries which are officially labelled “Japan and Argentina-100 years of friendship”
 ?  The Japanese immigrants had a certain influence in the field of culture,
 also they undoubtedly played a role “in promoting mutual understanding and progress in the friendly relationships between Japan and […][Argentina].”
 Nevertheless I would relativise their role. The number of Japanese and decedents living in today’s Argentina is an estimate 29’000
 and in the official Statistics of the “National Institution of Statistics and Censuses”
 they just figure under “rest.”
  Apart from this their economic impact was appreciated but small compared to the one in Brazil,
 they were politically discreet and had no such man as Fujimori
. In the sense of Takahashi Tatsuo
 I would say that Japanese immigrants in Argentina were not the source of the good relations between the two countries but a factor in facilitating them.  

During my research I encountered several problems, as is probably a part of every “heuristique-experience.” The absence of official documents, of a library specialised on Latin America and my lacking  knowledge to read sources in Japanese, where there were some, curtailed my research. Diversifying my sources was therefore a serious problem. Further, even calling Argentina didn’t help, neither to get an interview nor to get access to the “Estudios Migratorios Latinoamericanos” Magazine, where I found most promising articles such as “The Japanese community in Argentina”
. It was therefore hard to confirm statements about Japaneses’ assimilation. Altogether the experience was worth it, even though I cursed more than usually. ;) I appreciated your assistance. Thank you !
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